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If a patient does not take the medicine in the way prescribed
by the void1, the fault is his, not the vaid's. Similarly, if we do
not observe the conditions for swaraj, we ourselves are to blame.
At the moment, however, we need not go into the question
of who is to blame. We are concerned only with how we may win
swaraj. Just as a patient will not recover without taking the right
medicine, so also swaraj cannot be won without observing the
necessary conditions. Swaraj cannot be won merely by people
becoming volunteers. It will be won only by volunteers observing
the conditions laid down for them. If recruits are required to
have a minimum height of five feet, any pigmies of four feet who
manage to get in will certainly not help to win the battle but will
become a burden, and may possibly be the cause of their side being
defeated. Similarly, if some volunteers inclined to violence join
those who observe the condition of non-violence, they can only
do harm. When enlistment as volunteers is open only to those
who wear nothing but hand-spun khadi at home and outside
and on all occasions, how can persons who wear khadi containing
mill-made warp, or who wear pure khadi only at the time of
enrolment and while on duty as volunteers, help to win swaraj?
These persons resort to deception right from the start. The
condition about khadi, which should seem easy, is felt to be diffi-
cult. What involves the minimum of expense is looked upon, it
seems, as very expensive.
Perhaps people do not believe that swaraj can be won through
khadi. If that is so, they should not have voted in favour of khadi
at the Congress and at the meeting of the All-India Congress Com-
mittee. If we are not serious even about what we do, we shall
not advance any distance worth speaking of. The work we have
done will also be wasted.
If we are demanding swaraj for the sake of the poorest of the
poor and the lowest of the low, for the sake of victims of famines
and for all those who live by begging, if we wish to banish hun-
ger from the country, then we shall find that we cannot do without
hand-spun khadi, for by no other means can we provide the homes
of such people with the necessaries of life.
The same about untouchability. Anyone who believes that
untouchability is a part of Hinduism has no right to become a
non-co-operator. This Government has made a science of social
distance. Go where we will, we are treated as untouchables. We
are treated as fit only to receive kicks and abuses, as fit to be kept
* Physician practising the Ayurvedic system of medicine